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ROBERT A. NESTER  
 

Captain Robert “Bob” Nester has accumulated over 45 years of aviation experience and 
over 25,000 hours flight experience.  He is a graduate of Parks Aeronautical College of 
St. Louis University with a bachelor of science in Aeronautical Administration.  He 
served for 37 years as a pilot and commander in the United States Air Force and the Air 
Force Reserve with 189 combat missions in Vietnam.   He retired as a Major General.  
He flew commercially as an airline pilot for 24 years and subsequently spent 12 years as 
an Aviation Safety Inspector for the Federal Aviation Administration as both an Aircrew 
Program Manager and a Principle Operations Inspector.   
 
Bob has an ATP and is type rated on the B-757, B-767, DC-8, DC-10, FK-100 and L-
1011 aircraft.  He has extensive crewmember time as a both a pilot and flight engineer on 
the B-727 and A-300 aircraft. His military flight experience includes the T-37, T-38, T-
33, F-4, A-37, A-10, F-16, F-15, KC-10, KC-135, C-130, and C-5 aircraft.  He has been a 
flight lead, instructor pilot, check airman, flight examiner, director of training, director of 
operations, squadron commander, and vice commander of a wing and numbered Air 
Force.   
 
His duties with the FAA included approving and monitoring air carrier training programs, 
check airman and aircrew program designated pilots.  His experience includes air carrier 
certification, certification of new aircraft on existing air carrier certificates and air carrier 
certification for polar operations as well as long range navigation.  He has experience 
investigating aircraft accidents and incidents in both air carrier and general aviation.   
 
Bob has served as National President of the Reserve Officers Association of the U.S. and 
as the U.S. Vice President for the Confederation of International Officers Reserve.  He is 
married and has three grown children, and five grandchildren.   His oldest son is a 
forecaster with the National Weather Service, his daughter is a teacher, and his youngest 
son is an airline pilot and a pilot in the Air Force Reserve.   
 
 
EDUCATION  

• Bachelor of Science – Aeronautical Administration Parks College of St. Louis 
University 1963 

• Air Force Undergraduate Pilot Training – 1965 
• Professional Military Education – U. S. Air Force – through Air War College – 

1991. 
 
MILITARY SERVICE  

• United States Air Force – July 1963 through February 1971 
• Air Force Reserves – February 1971 through April 2000 
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• Retirement – April 1, 2000 – Major General 
• Combat Sorties – 181 
• Aircraft Flown – T-37, T-38, T-33, F-4C, F-4D, A-37A, A-37B, A-10, F-16, F-

15, C-5, C-130, KC-135,     KC-10.  
 
EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 

• Eastern Airlines – 1972 – 1989 – Captain, Co-Pilot, Flight Engineer 
• DHL Airlines – 1991 – Co-Pilot 
• Transtar Airlines – 1993 – 1994 – Co-Pilot; Captain 
• LeisureAir Airlines – 1994-1995 – Captain, Check Airman 
• Midway Airlines – 1995-1996 – Co-Pilot; Captain 
• Federal Aviation Administration – 1996 – 2007 – Aircrew Program Manager, 

Principle Operations Inspector, 
o Air Carrier Certification, Certification of New Aircraft on Certificates, 

Polar Operations, Long Range Navigation, Accident Investigations. 
 
AERONAUTICAL RATINGS 

• Air Line Transport 
• Flight Engineer – Turbojet Powered 
• Flight Instructor – Airplanes and Instruments 

 
AIRCRAFT TYPE RATINGS 

• B-757; B-767; DC-8; DC-9; DC-10; FK-100; L-1011 
 
FLIGHT EXPERIENCE 
 

• TOTAL FLIGHT TIME – 26,083.7 HOURS 
o Military Pilot– 5,661.5 hours 

 Pilot in Command – 2953.2 hours 
 Second In Command – 224.7 hours 
 Instructor Pilot – 2078.7 hours 
 Student Pilot – 247.9 hours 
 Simulator Time – 157.0 

o Civilian Pilot – 13,737.2 hours 
 Pilot in Command – 6,631 hours 
 Flight Examiner/Evaluator – 2692.0 hours 

o Flight Engineer – 6685.0 hours 
 


